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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FOUR MEN CHARGED IN CONNECTION WITH 
CONSPIRACY TO DISTRIBUTE MARIHUANA IN MARION COUNTY 

On February 6, 2002, a federal grand jury sitting in Jacksonville, Florida charged

Larry Curtis Moore, age 51, and Strother Colburn Randolph, age 53, both residents of

Lowell, Florida, and Leobardo Flores Hernandez, age 36, and Victor Hugo Hernandez, age

23, both residents of McAllen, Texas, with conspiracy to distribute more than 1,000

kilograms of marihuana, a Schedule I controlled substance.  Specifically, Count One of the

indictment charges that from 1997 to January 31, 2002, in Marion and Sumter Counties,

in the Middle District of Florida, and elsewhere, these four individuals conspired to

distribute marihuana.  Count Two of the indictment charged these four individuals with

possessing with intent to distribute more than 100 kilograms of marihuana in Marion and

Sumter Counties on January 31, 2002.  If convicted of both charges, the four men face

aggregate maximum penalties of at least 15 years imprisonment and up to life

imprisonment, $6,000,000 in fines, or both, and a term of supervised release of at least 9

years.  

On February 5, 2002, a bond hearing was held in U.S. District Court in Ocala, and

all four men were detained and remanded to the custody of the United States Marshal
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pending the resolution of this case.  According to a criminal complaint filed in Ocala on

February 1, 2002 and testimony at the bond hearing on February 5, 2002, on January 31,

agents of the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (“DEA”) established surveillance near

the residence of Larry Curtis Moore, located at 4250 Highway 329 West, in Lowell, Marion

County, Florida.  Moore, Strother Colburn Randolph, Leobardo Flores Hernandez, and

Victor Hugo Hernandez were observed at the residence near a large metal barn and

moving between and among several vehicles.  Shortly thereafter, Randolph, driving a

Suburban vehicle towing a trailer, and Leobardo and Victor Hernandez, driving a Dodge

van, left the residence and proceeded south on Interstate 75.  A Florida Highway Patrol

trooper initiated a traffic stop of the Suburban, and a drug detection dog at the scene gave

a positive alert for the presence of illegal narcotics inside the vehicle.  A subsequent search

of the Suburban and trailer revealed that approximately 382 pounds of marihuana

concealed in the trailer.  Randolph was arrested, and DEA agents also conducted a traffic

stop of the Dodge van and arrested Leobardo and Victor Hernandez.  

According to a criminal complaint filed in Ocala on February 1, 2002 and testimony

at the bond hearing on February 5, 2002, DEA agents and other law enforcement officers

returned to the Moore residence in Lowell, Florida and arrested Larry Curtis Moore.  A

subsequent search of the Moore residence revealed, among other things, the following

items: (i) approximately 983 pounds of marihuana concealed in hidden compartments in

two large recreational motor homes; (ii) a total of approximately $63,779 in U.S. currency;

and (iii) approximately 33 firearms.  

Additionally, DEA seized from the Moore residence numerous vehicles, several of which
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also had hidden compartments, including the two motor homes.  

The prosecution of this case is being handled by Assistant United States Attorney

Rodney Brown.  The criminal investigation was conducted by the U.S. Drug Enforcement

Administration, the Marion County Sheriff’s Office, the Florida Highway Patrol, the Florida

Department of Transportation, other members of the DEA Task Force headquartered in

Gainesville, Florida (which includes the Gainesville Police Department, the Alachua County

Sheriff’s Office, the Columbia County Sheriff’s Office, the University of Florida Police

Department, and the Florida National Guard), and members of the DEA Orlando State and

Local Task Force.   

The arraignment of these four men on the charges set forth in the indictment is

scheduled for February 22, 2002 at 10:00 a.m. in U.S. District Court in Ocala.

An indictment and a criminal information are merely a formal charges that a

defendant has committed a violation of federal criminal law, and every defendant is

presumed innocent until, and unless, proved guilty. 


